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and a number of my compositions: "I will be Thine
Always,'* "In the Land Beyond My Dreams," "Come
Out of the Silent Sky/* "Listen to My Soul Call," and
"In the Temple of Silence".*
in the preface to the songbook I recounted my first
outstanding experience with Western reaction to Eastern
chants. The occasion had been a public lecture, the time,
April 18, 1926. the place Carnegie Hall in New York.
On April 17th 1 had confided to an American student,
Mr. Alvin Hunsicker, "I am planning to ask the audience
to sing an old Hindu chant, 4O God Beautiful'."*
Mr. Hunsicker had protested that Oriental songs are
not easily understood by Americans.
"Music is a universal language,"11 had replied. "Amer-
icans will not fail to feel the soul aspiration in this lofty
chant/'
The following night the devotional strains of "O God
Beautiful" had come for over an hour from three
thousand throats. Blas6 no longer, dear New Yorkers!
your hearts had soared out in a simple paean of rejoic-
ing. Divine healings had taken place that evening among
the devotees chanting with love the Lord's blessed name.
In 1939 I paid a visit to the Self-Realization Fellow-
ship (SRF) Centre in Boston. The Boston centre leader,
Dr. M. W. Lewis, lodged me in an artistically decorated
suite. "Sir," Dr, Lewis said, smiling, "during your
early years in America you stayed in this city in a single
* Paramahansa Yogananda made a recording of several of the
songs in Cosmic Chants.   The records are available from SRF,
Los Angeles.    (Publisher's Note)
t The words of Guru Nanak's song are as follows:
O God beautiful, O God beautiful!
In the forest Thou art green,
In  the mountain  Thou  art  high,
In the river Thou art restless,
Jn  the ocean Thou  an  grave.
To  the  serviceful  Thou  art   service,
To the lover Thou art love,
To the sorrowful Thou art  sympathy,
To the yogi Thou ait   bliss.
O God  beautiful, O God beautiful
At Tby feet, O I do bow!